Duty 1, 


NEWS CHURCHES. 


THE MONTH. 


Tue vehement opposition of the Ritualists to the progress through Parliament of the 
Public Worship Regulation Bill is simply natural, and exactly such as was expected. 
Not the less unreasonable, however, are the chief arguments adduced against the mea- 
sure; none the less wilful the mis-statements of its scope and probable working, or 
of the principles upon which it is clearly and definitely based. The various declara- 
tions and protests of the Ritualistic clergy, and the language uttered by their leaders 
at St. James's Hall, proceed on the assumption that the Bill enacts “ new Churcl) 
law,” and that such Jaw ought not to be proposed, much less enacted, without the 
sanction of the clergy. The petition to Parliament, drawn up by Archdeacon Denison, 
for signature by “ priests” alone, repudiates the right of Parliament to make any 
new law whatever for the Church without consent of Convocation. It is carefully 
and disingenuously kept out of sight that the legislative project of the Primate does 
not create either new law or new offences, but simply provides for the better and 
more effectual administration of the laws that undoubtedly exist. This point is well 
put by Lord Selborne, whose masterly letter in the leading journal ably shows that 
the just rights and freedom of the clergy are in no way menaced by the Bill, and that 


none can have any real interest in opposing come such measure, save those who, to — 


~ screen and perpetuate their own lawlessness, desire that every possible obstacle should 
be interposed to the execution and enforcement of the law. Again, as his lordship 
ably argues, the laws of an Established Church must of necessity be interpreted and 
administered by lay tribunals ; by courts, that is, that represent the civil power—the 


ultimate source in this country of all authority and rule. These words of truth and 


soberness, however, the Ritualistic party are just now far too excited to ponder, and 
persist in regarding themselves as the objects of an unjust and vindictive persecution, 
Whilst violating the laws of that Church to which they professedly belong, they 
_ justify disobedience on the alleged ground that those laws are misinterpreted by the 
__ only authorities who possess legal power to declare and to enforce them! Dr. Pusey 
considers that the introduction of this BiJl is due, in some degree, to want of tact or 
have 


avoided, and which have stirred up even so sedate and unimpassioned a 


body as the House of Lords to the conviction that “something must be done.” He 
avows the aim of his party to be that of “catholicizing” England ; but in this great 
enterprise he counsels “discretion” and gradual development. He admits that the 
Romanizing party have received a check, but comforts himeelf with the thought 
that this will but attract more attention to their doctrines, and prepare the way for 
their more general and ultimate adoption. Other leaders of the party assert that if 


the Primate’s Bill should become law, disruption and disestablishment of the Church 
are inevitable. ‘The Bishop of, Peterborbugh, no doubt, acted wisely in withdrawing 
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amendment, which provided only that certain alleged violations of the rubrics 
be from tho operation of the Bill, and be left to bo dealt with by the 
ordinary methods of procedure. The alterations already made in the measure, and 
the impossibility of agreement as to the offences to be excepted from it, led the bishop 
to this conclusion. The amendments im the Bill, introduced by Lord Shaftesbury 
and others, have materially altered and improved its character. The abrogation of 
the discretionary power originally given to the bishops, and the appointment uf a 
single jadge for both provinces, have greatly increased the probable working effi- 
ciency of the measure. The statement by the Lord Chancellor, that, at the instance 
of the Primate, “ business letters” have been addressed to Convocation, authorizing 
that body to inquire into and discuss certain of the rubrics, with a view to their 
revision, doubtless indicates the desire of the Government to conciliate the Ritualistic 
party, or at least to allay, to some extent, the excitement aroused amongst them by 
the introduction of the Bill. The Archbishop, we learn, received this announcement 
with satisfaction, and it may doubtlem facilitate the final passing of his measure. But 
the introduction, by the Bishop of London, of another Bill, giving power to the Queen 
in Council to give to revisions and alterations of the rubries initiated by Convoca- 
tion and not objected to by Parliament, the force and suthority of law, introduces 
a new principle and opens before us a new prospect in our career of ecclesiastical 
legislation. What the result of such a Bill, if passed, may be, it would be premature 
even to conjecture. The conflict between the antagonistic parties is as yet but 
commencing, and may have to be fought and determined under conditions which no 


It is now clear that the Bill for the Abolition of Patronage in the Kirk of Scot- 
land will not become law without encountering decided opposition—an opposition 


_ probably stronger without than within the walls of Parliament. No champions, or 


but few, appear on behalf ofthe privileges of the patrons; judgment goes against 
them by default. The Bill, by its chief opponents, is regarded as a step in the right 


_ direction, but it does not go far enough to satisfy their aims. They hail it as an ad- 


mission of the right for which they themselves have zealously contended—the right of 
Christian congregations to choose their own ministers. But they consider such a 
change unsatisfactory and inconsistent, save as part and parcel of a larger measure, 
which shall tend directly to the disestablishment and disendowment of the Church. 
This is especially the view of the United Presbyterians, and Voluntaries generally, 
who regard the scheme as conceived in a spirit hostile to seceders, and as designed to 
confer a new lease of power, status, and exclusive privilege on the Church as an 
Establishment. The Free Church opposition to the Bill is based mainly on the 
ground that a religious body, confessedly a minority of the nation, should not wield 
sach power in a Church which professes to be national. The two objections, though 
not identical, are kindred in their nature, and are somewhat analogous to the argu- 
ments which, a few years since, were urged respectively by different parties against 
the two Church Establishments of England and Ireland It may fairly be contended, 
in reply, that even from the point of view of these opponents, the proposed change _ 
is a great improvement on the former state of things, and should not, therefore, be 
opposed by those who simply wish to do more than the Bill proposes to effect. The 
adoption of the Duke of Argyll’s amendment, whereby the area of the constituency 


which is to elect the minister is enlarged from the “ communicants” to the “ congrega 


tion,” of course does not affect the position and objections of the Voluntaries ; and 
by Presbyterians generally is thought likely to be found impracticable in its work- 


ing, as being opposed to Scottish and Presbyterian ideas. 
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Established Chureh appear, however, to doubt whether the Bill, if enacted, will 
really comduce to its stability and permanence, being apprehensive that the great 
changes thus maegurated may tend, on the contrary, to shake the Kirk to its founda 
tions ; they are, therefore, not inglined to give it their cordial sapport. Some of the 
Dimenters alse concer in this view, and are, therefore, hopefal that the measure, if 
enacted, will tend to disestablishment. Amidst these conflicting views and anticipa- 
tious, one thing at least is certain, that, whatever the position or legal status of a 
Church, it is consonant with common sense, experience, and Seripture, that the 
pointment of Christian pastors should be vested in those who are to be the objects of 


their care. 


With the return of summer, Romish pilgrimage: are again in the ascendant. 
America has this season furnished her quota of Papa) devotees, who, to the number 
of one hundred, have visited the Bternal City, and paid te Pio Nono a tribute of 
their devotion and their zeal. On this oceasion the tribute has asamed a very 
tangible and substantial shape, in the form of an offering of no lew than 20,000. 
The Uléramontane organs are careful to inform us thet these pilgriniu, whose 
simeerity has thus placed beyond dispute, represent the of American 
society, the well-edueatal, well-to-do, and thoughtful middle classes, who, by their do- 
votion to the Chareh and the “ Holy Father,” manifest alike their wisdom and their 
piety. It is, of course, untural that Reme should make the mest of such homage ax 
she may in obtaining from America. The New World, and the United 
States especially, are, like Britain, the home of independent thougl.t; they are 
regions in which Protestant Christianity, in its most decided and uncompromising 
forms, has obtained a firm and lasting hold upon the people. In those countries of 
America whieh the Anglo Saxon race inhabit, civil and religious freedom are, to all 
appearance, established beyond the possibility of overthrow. That, under a state of 
things so unpropitions, Rome should be advancing, as of late years she undoubtedly 
has dene, is a fact which, however it may be explained (and many causes have con- 
spired to produce it), is, of itvelf, calculated to raise the hopes and inflate the 

~~ priestly authority and rule. 


Tt fs one of the notable eventa of the lest month that fn the quiet county town 
of Bedford a statue bas been erected to John Bunyat. Tire humble village preacher 
who, two hundred years ago, laboured and suffered in the cause of Christian truth 
and liberty—who, as an author, notwithstanding the disadvantages of lowly birth 
and scanty education, by the force of his genius and piety, has, more than any other 
religious writer, of any country or age, stamped the impress of his thoughts on his 
own and succeeding generations—has received from men of al! classes a well-deserved 
tribute of national honour and respect Churchmen and Nonconformists have com-_ 
bined to pay that tribate ; the statue has been presented by the Duke of Bedford, and — 
unveiled by the lady of Dean Stanley im the presence of assembled thousands, Such 
an event is noteworthy ; it indicates the progress in our midst of the great principles 
of religious freedom, and the just sppresiation now generally evinced of those 


the metropolis; and the result, se far a1 it is known, bas been abundantly encouraging. 
It is, indeed, anticipated by seme amthorities that the amount realized will berely 
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largest places of worship, it is not likely to fall far short of it. The wisdom of the 
movement is unmistakubly clear, and the heneficial results on the contributors, no 
leas than the great institutions which receive the bounty, must not be overlooked. It 
is a great matter that the congregations of every religious pame and persuasion 
which meet for worship in our vast capital, should be united once in twelve months, 
if not oftener, in a combined effort for the relief of haman suffering—for the dis- 
charge of those duties towards our fellow-creatures which are prompted by tae spirit 
of compassion and of Jove, and which men of all religious creeds agree in regarding 
as one chief element and proof of pure and undefiled religion. 


The new Bishop of Madagascar, Dr. Kestell-Cornish, has been consecrated, and 
will, ere this, have taken his departare for that island. We cannot but apprehend 
that his position there will be encompassed with many difficulties, the responsibility 
for which will rest on those who, as we think, have placed him in « false position. 
The discretion shown by the committee of the Church Missionary Society in with- 
drawing their missionaries from the island, will, no doubt, obviate much of the unplea- 
santness which might otherwise have arisen from his presence. It is to be hoped that 
his own personal good sense and moderation may be exercised to prevent, rather than 
to foster, any unseemly disputes or unbecoming rivalry between the clergy and 
people under his ecclesiastical control, and those Christian missionaries who have s0 


great and just an influence over the mames of the Malagasy people. 


The French Assembly, divided and distracted by parties as it is, has, for once, 
80 far harmonized its discordant elements as to pass, though by but an insignificant 
majority, a most important vote, which, even if at present unproductive, may have an 
important bearing on the future of the country. The motion of M. Casimir Périer, 
carried by a majority of four, and uniting in its favour the various sections of the 
Left, the Left Centre, and even a portion of the Right, is a legislative recognition 
of the fact that France cannot be contented, prosperous, or even peaceful, until the 


pation understands the form and conditions of its future government. The resolu- 


tion adopted by the Chamber was, that the Commission on the Constitutional Laws 
should be instructed to frame them on the basis of a Republic—i.c., of a Government 
consisting of two Chambers and a President. A decision arrived at by so slender a 
majority, cannot, of course, be accepted as finally decisive; but it is an admission 
that the time has come when some final decision should be taken—some definite 
action on this most important and fundamental question be resolved on and boldly 
carried out. - It is also a proof that, even in the present Assembly, the Monarchists, 
split up into factions as they are, each with its favourite pretender, are practically 
unable to combine, and are therefore impotent to withstand the popular will, should 
that will, in another Assembly, which must, ere very long, be convened, assume a 


‘The Oarlist forces in Spain are now chiefly concentrated at and near Estella. 
Of their numbers the most conflicting accousts are given, some correspondents esti- 
mating them at 25,000 men, and others at a much higher figure. The most reliable 
statements point to the conclusion that since Bilbao was abandoned, the Pretender’s 
adherents have been falling’ off, and this belief is strengthened by the severe mea- 
sures which have been adopted in the arn.y 5+ the maintenance of discipline, and the 
punishment of deserters, or soldiers showing igclination to desert. Fresh engagements 
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Serrano bas publicly declared that the one great aim of the Government is to crush 
the insurrection and secure peace, which, when once attained, the country will rapidly 


We regret to hear that, by telegram from Constantinople, it is announced that 
the Turkish Government have apprised the Minister of the United States of their 
intention to confirm the police injunction recently promulgated, by which the sale of 
the Sacred Scriptures in Turkey was forbidden. Should this statement be correct, 
which seems, however, somewhat doubtful, it will be the cause of great concern to 
the American missionaries in the dominions of the Sultan, and to Christians of 
every name, who have at heart the best interests of the Moslem population, and 
who, moreover, desire the maintenance of Turkey as an European State. If the 
Government of the Porte have really taken this step, it is doubtless as a concession 
to the prejudices of the more bigoted Mohammedans, who bave taken alarm at the 
literal policy of recent years, and whom this reactionary measure may be thought 


likely to propitiate. 


FRANCE. 
[ From our own Correspondent. } you fear a positive and downright Republic, 
Paris, June 17, 1874. | when you have for three years borne with a 
A POPULAR VOTE IN THE NATIONAL precarious and contested one !” 

A thrill of satisfaction ran through France- 
at this voice. The street excitement imme- 
diately subsided, and a glimmer of hope 
dawned. It was an interesting coincidence 


~ 


~ 


\ 
- 


been thus (according to ihe documents quoted 


/ 


recover its position, and freely reconstitute itself. 
blow given to Gambetta in the railway ter-| that the day of the vote was appointed for a 
minus in Paris as he was on his way to Ver-| deeply interesting gathering of Christian 
sailles. Passions thus excited found an echo/| friends at Les Ombrages, to meet Mr. and 
around, and day after 9 that much earnest 
and foot, and a numerous staff of police, filed prayer was there made for France and her 
all the passages of the St. Lazare Railway | perilous position. 
Station, to prevent further outrage from! PARTIZAN TENDENCIES AND MISREPRESENTA- 
parties, far from winsome-looking, who crowded TIONS.—THE REFORMED CHURCH. 
in at the usual times of departure and arival| The Legitimists feel their hopes slipping 
of the trains. This incident gave suffisient | from them for the present, but we doubt not 
alarm for the Moderate Republican pariy— | the Bonapartists regard it as a step in the 
supposed to be the truest national represqta- | right direction, each Bonaparte having come 
tion—to propose end carry, by a narow | in through the errors of the Republic. The 
majority of four, the proposition that the| Roman Catholics will be a little less san- 
Commission on Constitutional Laws shalltake | guine, and pilgrimages a little less boisterous. 
as its basis of operations Article 1 of the law | Superstitions never cease, however. Bits of | 
deposited on the 19th of May, 1873, ruming | straw carefully preserved in bottles by credu- 
thus: Ist, the Government of the French | lous persons in various places—Antwerp is 
Republic is composed of two Chambers and | one of the places named—are shown to the 
President, chief of the executive péwer;| faithful Papists, to work them up against 
2ndly, the law of November 20, 1874, by | the Pope's “gaolers,” and to draw Peter's 
which the Presidency of the Republic has| pence thereby from their pockets. The 
been confided to Marshal MacMahon Countess of Chambord has lately presented | 
1880 ; 3rdly, the xevision of the Conjtitu-{ the illustrious “ prisoner ” with 40,000 france. | 
tion shall take place in the forms and ¢ the | Thus the adversary is misrepresented, in the 
times to be determined on by the hope of making him an easy prey. It has an 
| tional law. “Why,” it was asked, “ | 
/ 


Introduce Mr. R. Pearsall Smith to the pastors 
of Paris. The lateness of the seaton caused 
many to be absent, but every church was 
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by the Christianieme) that the Rationalists 
repreaenied the Orthodex to the electors, and 
s-cured many votes of simple people, whe 
inagined they were voting against a syllabus, 
a Protestant Couneil, a return to priestly 


the ancient Reformed Chereh, with ber faith, 


the majority? Must these illegalities be de- 
bated before the Council of State? 

While these painful skirmishes and rendé- 
ings asunder of badly-assorted pieces in the 
Church’s garment are inflaming some minds 
and repelling others, time is passing ; and 


xramme 

sive, but if men full of the Holy 
experience are forthcoming as teachers 
initiators of the work, no doult it 


men of power to go through the land bearing 

The preparatory school at Batignolles for 
young men intending to prosecute their theo- 


logical studies at Montauban, has been raised 
by the Government to be an establishment of 
“public utility.” 
MR. PEARSALL SMITH. 
A deeply interesting soirée was held on 
Tuesday, June 9, at M. Alfred Andrés, 


when, after a few simple words of cordial 
introduction by M. André and a prayer by 
Pastor Armand-Delille, the American evan- 
gelist spoke of the mighty power which the 


Spirit of God is manifesting in 
and of the willingness of the Lord. to 
each one of his children with power 
high. He spoke of what was done 


1, 
first tw bring the elementary trathe of frer 
saleation to be fully and intelligently »- 
ceived, so that since the apostolic age never 


| 
FF 


| 
tyranny and auricclar confession, restora- 
tion to monarchy and political despotiam, 
and“in favour of the — of our fathers, 
her glorious liberties, amd her Gospel! The renounce their earthly — 
: elections in rationalistic parishes are, there- has grieved and qnenched 
fore, not only illegal, by mot being per- | taway,and He reproves 
formed according to the decision of the Synod, | 
bat the votes, obtained by unfair means, are | 
| Protestant people. The situation is as com- 
plex and more difficult apparently than before will of Ged; it is a perpetual joy and sur- 
| the Synod. The minority of the parishes | prise, ever going on to further discoveries. 
have voted legally. What will be done with} In England and India there are hundreds 
whoee full consecration to God has increased 
their power tenfold, and consequently thou- 
sands of sinners are being brought to the 
Saviour by joyful, happy Christians. Most 
interesting examples of this were brought 
forward, and in conclusion came the en- 
what wond:r if the aggressive work of love | coumging thought, if the evangelists endorsed 
| to souls Ties dormant, or, where it used to be| by the eminent pastors of Scotland are so 
active, is still / wonderfully blessed among a prepared popu- 
: THEOLOGICAL SCHOOLS. | lation, so that they may almost be said to 
walk by sight, how much greater will be the 
recompense and blessing of those who walk 
in power in the midst of materialism and 
| amidet the unprepared populations of France! 
) The last note was one of cheer, which is so 
| much wanted. The result was a cordial 
siguatare of pastors of all the churches to an 
arringement for daily meetings, which have 
brovght together chiefly those who are en- 
gaged in the various branches of Paris evan- 
_gelization. 
a3 | WESLEYAK CONFERENCE. 
| ‘The twenty-first Wesleyan Methodist Con- 
ference met in Nimes from the 4th to the | }th 
. of June, and was throughout under a remark- 
ably solemn and spiritual influence. The two 
edwational establishments for youth at Nimes 
| are continued—thst for young gentlemen 
under the care of Pastor M. Gallienve, and 
1 thai for young Indies under that of Pastor 
amply represented. Great was the attention | and Madame Farjat. The mumbers of active 
labeurers and pastore, and also members, have 
| diminished; but here and there happy sym- 
; toms cf reviving spiritual life have been 
: are and above 300 Sunday scholars 
been added to various schools. It was 
that the Conference should again | 
ennual. Pastor J. Paul Cook. is 
a | President for the year, and Pastor 
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Pulsford Vice-President. Pastor Hocart will 


succeed to the deerly-regretted Emile Cvok, 
in the Church of Thernes, Paris. The Rev. 


all the lange cities, like those of Mr. M‘All in 
Paris. 

The Reformed Church has been deprived by 
sudden death of another of its active and ener- 


getic members in M. de Conninck, of Havre. 


ITALY. 


[From a Correspondent. ] 
Florence, June, 1874. 
PACTS REGARDING THE PAPACY. 
_ The air is less heavily laden this month 
than for some time past with reports regard- 
ing an arrangement between the Italian Go- 
vernment and the Curia, which the Govern- 
ment party represented as a yieldmg on the 
part of the Pope, but which the friends of 
the latter called a concession by the King. 
The clerical party profess to be as confident 
as ever of a final submission to all their 
medigval claims, but they speak of no imme- 
diate realization. 
- The “Holy Fathers” health has bem a 
sabject of anxiety during the past month, as 
the telegraphic. wires of Italy and Eumpe 
have long since announced ; but his laboars, 
particularly his Allocutions, are not, it seems, 
completed. Meantime, he haa, it is eaid, pre- 
expense and finish. 
On the 16th inst. the anaiversary took 
of his enthronement as Pope. One 
and forty artists and artisans pre- 
sented him on that day with various objects of 
art and products of industry—many works of 


elegantly 

@ table in the Sala Borgia. Professor Tolli 
made a brief presentation address, to which 
the Pope replied, says the Italian report, 
“with a long discourse.” Thus does Piusrx. 
complete the twenty-eighth year of his 
“reign,” having on the 13th of last mopth 
entered on the eighty-third year of his Mfe. 
it cannot be expected that this aged rejre- 
sentative of a past generation can see many 
more years, but even if his life be only a 
little further he may see events 
#6 wonderful as any which have yet occurred 
during the whole of bis wonderful career. 

The so-called “ pilgrims” from Amejica 
have arrived, been received, have made tleir 
donation of 500,000 frames (besides oher 
articles) to this most remerkable of relighns 


“ prisoners,” have reveived the Papal, if not | patent 


the divine bemediction, and have gone on 
their laxurions, way, the laughing-etock of 
intelligent Italians, if of none elee. 

In view of the pertarbed state of Fpmee, 


Cardinal Guibert is said to bave received from 
the Pope, to the effect that France cannot re- 
vive but by a grand idea—the restoration of 
Catholicism in Europe ; and until there reigns 
in Paris a government courageous enough to 
open this question, the Pope remains indif- 
ferent to whatever régime dominates, and will 
not move in favour of one party or another. 
Ultramontanism, which Archbishop Manning 
assures us is simply Catholiciam, seems to be 
intent on hounding France on to her utter 
ruin. The attitude of silence, if not of in- 
difference, enforced upon the Pape toward 
Den Carlos, that devoted and unfortunate son 
of the Church who so courageously opened 
the religious question in Spain, may well be 
a warning to any chivalrous ones prompted to 
head the forlorn hope of Papa-ism ! 

The first “ Catholic Italian Congress ” met 
om the 10th inst. in Venice. It is still in 
progress, and the resulis of the conference, 
whether important or otherwise, cannot yet 
be fully given. Cardinal Salviati presides, 
and varions dignitaries of the Romish Church 
are present, The subjects of discussion have 
been announced as Religion, Charities, Edu- 
cation, Publications, and Christian Art. The 
question has been raised by an Italian paper, 
why the Government should allow such a 
Congress to meet, whose real and principal 
object will be the subversion of the nation 
and the restoration of the Pope; to which 
‘the proper answer has been made, that the 
principles of freedom forbid interference. The 
firm and noble consistency of the Italian Go- 
vernment in these matters cannot be too 
highly praised, and words are not strong 
enough to express our reprobaetion of any who 
abuse this freedom, which is almost excep- 
tional in Continental Europe. 

Direnssions are on the topic of Re- 
ligion, with lamentations ita great decline. 
medy, the better 
observance of the sacred feast days, and a 
more assiduous instruction from the Cate- 
chism—oblivious, it would -seem, of the 
fact, that it is the undue attention to 
the externals of religion, of which these items 
are an important part, \that bas already se 
nearly evicerated the nation of true religious 
life. During the sittings 


there is @ significance in the answer which 
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of the Congress, the - 
church in which it met has been surreunded 
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Prussia, June 18, 
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Bae 
) | I mentioned in one of my 
sf that it would essentially depend 
: decision of Bavaria whether civil 
| would be extended throughout th ~! 
Bavaria has now expressed herself ix 
: the measure, and so the new projec 
if tained a considerable majority in 
Council. Some essentially Protestant 
like Saxony and Wiirtemberg, vc 
it, as well as Hamburg, where civil Government has ordered 
already for those who require attached to the episcopal see at 
7 NOX practicable ; #0 the Fede- | The chapter has also betn requested, accord) 
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‘Since the reorganization of the empire, in 1962, 


E 


leave the churches to which they belonged ; 
subsequently, however, they formed a sect for 
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when the judgment of euch cases waa confided 


to the local magistrates, or justices of the 
peace, been discouraged, and a disinclina- 
tion shown to inflict severe penalties, or, in- 
deed, to inquire strictly into violations of the 
law. A from the south of Russia, 
acquainted intimately with the Stundisten and 
the experiences through which they have had 
to pass, informed the present writer that, al- 
though there had been cases of persecution, 
on the whole these justices of the peace di-- 
couraged interference with conscientious con- 
vietions. H2 mentioned several cases illustra- 
tive of the statement. One of these may be 
here adduced. A peasant had joined the Stun- 
disten, and, as a result of his conversion, de- 
stroyed the images which hold such a promi- 
nent place in the Orthodox worship, and are 
so highly reverenced by the Russian peasantry. 
His neighbours took note of the maltreated 
images or icons, and, scandalized, informed the 
priest of the village. The pope, equally scan- 
dalized, at once summoned the offender before 


themselves, which in the province of Cherton the local magistrate. On the charge being 


reached, in 167i, the number of 800 sows 
There is also a small Stundist community in 


the district of Tarastitcha, in the governmeat 


general to conform, 0 far as possible, to wha 
they believe to be the simplicity of the Primi | 
tive or Apostolic Church. It is generally ad 
mitted that the Stundists lead strictly mord 


a highly favourable testimony to 
this body of Christians ; and, in view of the 


empire to forsake the Orthodox Chureh—have, 


empire, the Vyestark 


male, the justice at once inquired whose 
images the man had broken. The answer was, 
“tis own 7” w the justice observed 
that he was here as a judge of men, and not of 
before the High Courts of the empire, for the 
viplation of the ecclesiastical laws, which for- 


- | bid a member of the Greco-Russian Church to 


leave it, or the children of mixed marriages 
to be baptized in any other than the Orthodox 
fath, have mysteriously gone to repose within 
these venerable courts, What is more, not 
loug ago, in the leading literary journal of the 


appeared, advocating the granting of ‘reedom to 
Rassian subjects of changing their religion. 
There is every reason to hope that this reform 
wil in no long time be conceded by the en- 


lightened statesmen now at the head of affairs. — 


ltis reported that General Todleben, a Pro- 
tetant and believing Christian, has been sent 
to the south of Russia by the Emperor to 
inyuire into the state of matters as regards the 
Standists ; and any settlement which does not 
intolve, as on former occasions, their bamnish- 
m@t, will be difficult, unless religious free- 
dom be conceded. 

The remarkable series of services, just ter- 
mibated, by Lord Radstock, in the British and 


_| American Chapel, St. Petersburg, will, apart 


from their spiritual results, and these have 

beq great, tend in the same direction. These 

sextices have been continued for about three 

tponths, in the French and English languages, 

and ‘have been attended in part bythe very 


an able article 


| 
b members of this brotherhood name themeel ves | 
“ Stundisten "—Anglict, “Standists,” “Hour- | 
ists "—because they unite together during the | 
| hours of rest to read the Scriptures and ex- 
i plain their meaning to each other. Such 
| meetings, it may be here remarked, are a spe- 
cially German institution, and occupy with de- | 
vout Lutherans and others the same place that | 
the prayer-mecting does in Britain and America. 
By-and-by, these little reunions attracted 
members from the Russo-Greek or Orthedox | 
Church of the empire. These, at first, didnot 
| 
of Kiev. | 
| The doctrine of the Stundists closely n- 
sembles that of the Continental Baptists @ 
Baptisten. They practise baptism of adults, 
and use other forms of this bedy of Christiana 
they receive, moreover, neither fasting nor the 
worship of the saints, and reject the use | 
images in their services, such as is found i | 
the Greco- Russian Church ; and they strive in 
Europa, 
lives. They are sober, laborious, economical, 
| honourable, and submissive to the powers tha 
| be, in all things which do not interfere with | [IIIA 
| their religious convictions. This, it must be 
peasantry, it is highly desirable that their 
numbers should increase, however unsatisfae- a. 
authorities. 
| Some letters appeared in a recent number 
of this magazine, referring to the persecutias 
which have been endured by these Christi 
' It is but just to add, that these perseeutions— 
: which were in some measure to be expected, 
; ' inasmuch as it is contrary te the law of the 


i, 


élite of the Russian aristocracy. Oongrege- 
tions, varying from 200 to 80, have assembled 
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men who remain in darkness and 
One noticeable result of Lord Radstock’s la- 


daily to hear from the lips of the noble lord bours has been a greatly increased attention to, 


discourses showing a great command of Scrip- 
tupe, and impressing with wonderful directness 
the simplest elements of Gospel truath—-man’s 
alienation from God, the necessity of redemp- 
tion, aad the all-eufficiency of the Saviour— 
set forth without excitement, without orato- 
rieal arti@ee, but in the most earnest, conver- 
sational atyle. As a result, it is not to be 
marvelled at that many have been awakened 
to ask, “ What must I dotobesaved /” Not 
afew have been enabled to obtain joy and 
peace through believing, and others have been 
led to inquire what those things may mean. 
Amongst those who have been thus gracionsly 
visited are some in high office, others in posi- 
tions of wealth and influence, and who, it is 
to be hoped, will use that wealth and infle- 
ence for the extension of the Redeemer’s king- 


dom amonget the multitudes of their country- | 


and perusal of, the Word of God, which can- 
not havé other than beneficial resulta. 

No doubt, from former experiences, the 
class affected, though readily susceptible to 
religious impressions, have not been found to 
retain those impressions ; but still it isa great 
thing that seo many who have been strangers 


to the Gospel have ha it preached to them 


with earnestness and power ; and though there 
may be some stoney-ground hearers, there will 
certainly be a residue in whom the Gospel- 
seed will bear fruit to the glory of God. But 
the movement, open and patent even to the 
highest circles surrounding the Emperor, can- 
not fail to work in the direction of religious 
freedam, and thus, with the labours of the 
Stundisten, contribute to a most important 
ecclesiastical reform in the Russian empire. 


THE STORY OF THE FINNISH MISSION.—Cowcivupen. 


[Prem our own Correspondent. | 

On the 27th of May, 1870, eight of the 
Finnish missionaries—viz., Bjorkland, Jur. 
velian, Malmstrém, Heimonen, Kurwinen, 
Rantanen, Weikkolin, and Ptirainen—+et out 
ou their journey from Objimbingué to the 
country of the Ovamboes, leaving, however, 
two of their number (Tolonen and Juntu- 
nen) behind, at the above-mentioned station. 
Seven days later, the missionary Hugo Hahn 
set out to accompany the Finnish mission 
aries to their destination. He overtook then 


at Omarurnu, a station of the Rhenish Mission, - 


which lay on the road to Ovambo. Her 
Hahn heard that Jan Jouker, a chief of the 
Orlam, and the Herrero chieftain, Kamaher- 
rero, had concluded a peace between them 
om the condition that all the white men, sive 
the missionaries, were to be driven out of she 


country were protected by other tribes, with 
whom these chiefs would thus be certaialy 
involved in hostilities, Hahn was obliged to 
leave our missionaries at Omaruru and te- 
turn, in order, if possible, by his persmal 
influence with these chiefs (Jan Jouker and 
Kamaherrero), to arrest the danger. 

The Fiunish missionaries still, however, 
continued their journey ynder the guidance of 
Green, an Englishman in those parts, who or 
capied himeelf with elephant-hunting. Afve 
journeying through the African desert for a 
‘menth, they arrived safely, by the good pri- 
videnice of God, on the 9th of July, af Ot 


donga, the residence of King Tchi Kongo. 
They were favourably received, and obtained 
a small house, built by an Irishman named 
Grendon, who had been resident in those 
patts, and who gave the house to Hahn, who 
in turn it to the Finnish Mission. 
On the 13th of July four of the missionaries 
(Kurwinen, Rantamen, Weikkolin, and Pt- 
rainen) journeyed onwards from Ondonga 
to Oukuambi, where they purposed to form 
a @ation among another tribe of the Ovambo 
pevple, whose king was named Najuma. At 
the time of the missionaries’ amongst 
the Oukuambi people, King Najuma was at 
war with King Tehi Kongo, in Ondonga ; 
but they, together with Mr. Green, were suc- 
ceteful in inducing him to recall his warriors, 
atgi to declare that, since the long looked-for 
“teachers” were now at length arrived, he 
would goout towar no more. He has promised 
alge to provide the missionaries with seed for 
their land, and cattle. He had, moreover, 
been very diligent in learning to read, and 
had already mastered the letters, supposedly 
of the Herrero tongue, which is closely re- 
lated to the language of Ovambo, as the 
latter speech has not as yet been reduced to 
visited another tribe of the Ovambo people, 
and their king had expressed a most earnest 
desire to have missionaries sent to him also. 
On the lst the missionary Rantanen re- 
tureed, with a number of waggons, to Objim- 
bingué, in order to bring away some neces- 


| 


dé > 


=| - - 


| 


> 


: 


\ 


we 


| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
country. Foreseeing the consequénces of | 
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Wairarape, preaching in English, Maori, and Danish... The Maoriey’ in these parts are 


with great enccess. The 
the sick and aged of the church. The first Sabbath of this month witnessed three accessions 
to the native church at this place. One a young girl of Mra. Miller's school, who bas 4 very 


interesting history, and was very satisfactory in her confession of faith ; another war 


SURINAM. 


After the Emancipation Day (writes Mr. Jansa, of the Moravian mission at Annaszorg, 
in Dutch Guiana) a trying season set in, for every one was seized with the idea that more 


worthy couple, who are helpers in this congregation. I was recently delighted to be asked 


to go and see an old idol priestess, whom I had for twenty years, with frequent efforts, tried 
to win for Christ, but in vain. She had refused to listen or speak to me. Now she 
solicited my visit, and asked to be received into the Church. “The devil has deceived me,” 
she said, “and I have allowed myself to be deceived.” She listened eagerly to all I said, 
and was delighted to hear of a Saviour for poor sinners. The old woman is almost blind and 
very feeble, and cannot come here to church, but the native helper, Adam, will look after 
her, and teach her more of the blessed truths of the Gospel. we 


A Presbyterian missionary refers to a convert from Romanism, received by the church 
at Rio de Janeiro, who had come from a place 800 miles im the interior. He had never 


friend Honoré, who ie labouring with his former zeal for the spiritual good of the Wellington 


-Maories 


have lately come home from three weeky tour to Manewatu, Wellington, eid 
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They are afraid to travel by daylight, nor can they attend the markets where they 
violence of the people, and to protect the converts. I now write to request your earnest 
prayers for this suffering people, end for the cause of Christ in this land.” 
JAPan. 

The Rev. James H. Ballagh writes from Yokohama: “ Everything is encouraging in our 
work. The elders of the churches of Yedo and Yokohams are preaching daily, and meeting 
young man, an attendant on the Sabbath services; and the was an woman of 
seventy ; she is the mother of Nagase, one of the native doctors who joined the church 
some months ago. Their wives soon follow their example, and now the aged mother of one 
of them comes as a little child into the kingdom of God ; her simplicity and sincerity are 
affecting.” 

MAURITIUS. 
The annual report of the Mauritius Church Missionary Association states that 1,800 
Indian Coolies in that island have been baptized through its instrumentality in the past 
| sixteen years ; 212 of these in 1873. The number on the congregation lists at the close of 
) last year was 1,118. Thirteen catechists are employed—viz, six to the Tamil Coolies and 
seven to those from Calcutta. 
NIGER. 
Bishop Crowther writes : “Chief Spiff, of Brass River, has delivered his step-con to me 
to be educated as a Christian teacher in their country ; he is about fourteen years of age, and 
has been baptized by the name of Dandeson Coates ; I am taking him with me to the gram- 

a mar-school at Freetown, to give him all the benefits of acquiring as much English as he 

' can. Yoruba is not spoken in Brass; their language is Idzo or Ijo, the same as at Bonny 
and New Calabar.” 
pay must be exacted. From several estates the negroes left, when they could not obtain their 
demands, and many betook theniselves to town. Happily, this state of affairs was not of 
long duration. Some negroes, who had saved money, bought land for themselves, the others 
had to go to work again at what wages they could get, but of course without a contract for « 

i certain length of eervice. During the past hal{-year six estates in this district, having been 
abandoned by their white owners, have been purchased by negroes, who will cultivate them. 

| of a 
neatd & sermon preached until his visit to Rio, but had obtained his knowledge of religion 
from the Bible, religious tracts, and copies of the newspaper published by the mission. 

Others in the same place were receiving favourable impressions from the same means. 
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far seen. ‘ ‘money at it 
end the service of they are slaves to this eccureed drink. I carne into 
where a great number of them had congregated for « “ Tangitepapaks | 
for the dead). I sow a women there with a piece of tread in one hand a penikin with bee 
vam im the other ; she was drinking the rum with the bread ss if it had been ts. I was con- —e 
with them for a while, showing them thet Christ wat come to sure then fom 
wad as there was not much opposition, I asked them whether they would tite ag 
read to them and preach, which was sccepted. I asked one of them to ring the bell, a bs | 
outside, that they might know what was going on and come in, but insten! & | 
the outsiders coming im, those that were in went out. It shows how man hates the light a 
because his deeds are evil. When the evening came in, part of it wes 
eight bottles of spirits I visited some other place, where they 

wae Han Han. T took né notice of that, but laid the plan of salvation in its be- at 
fore them ; théy said nothing against it, but said it wae good. They are far from being * * @ 
fall of enmity as the Taranaki natives, neither are they so clever. - | 
Coming back to thie const again, I was happy to find the Maories I met with | 
Wellington and Manawatu more friendly and reasonable than ever. They listened atten-  @ 
tively to the truth laid before them. T had not much time to see many of them, bat if the @ 
Lord spares me, I hope soon again to be down that way- Among the Ngatiapa tribe about igs 
Rangitikei, I continue to be encouraged ; they are st least much morally improved, end I +4 
balieve there are some that are very near the kingdom of God. As a rale, when they know ae 
| come on the Lord’s-day, they are sitting dresed and waiting for me. I am gled to be nf 
cay that Government has-eaforeed the law that prohibits the sale of ths 
Maories. But that has nothing to do with the Ngatiaps, for they hed left it off before. I as 
heltore the time is drawing near when we shall see something more decided. Of course it if 
it is everywhere and hes been st all times—the nation will not be converted ;, 
to ee that, while this time of grace lasts, the Lond will gather people eat of 
to the praise of His name ; to the rest the Gospel of His grace is « witness So it proves as f 
ke te the Negatirsakune tribe, who live near ws on the east side of the 
ery for these people; they are fine-looking, intelligent, powerful 
tribe, but decided enemies to the Gospel.” ta) 
NEW HEBRIDES. 
wife of the mialonary (Rev. Mr. Milne) stationed st Nguns, writes follow! 
wailed, with Andra and three Pele lads, for Utanlag, ‘st the other end of 

island. to go and return in one day, as the village is several miles from te 
seating place, 20 we would like to have « Little house there for slesping » night 
afraid to land, so they lay out in the bay, while Mr. M. snd Andra went | 
to the village. The chief was sbeent, and did not return until nearly dark. It is a large 1H 
With great many people, who were on the whole friendly and civil ; bas 
refused to sell a site for a house. His excuse was that « white man, to whom they had sold 4) 
wuld be angry if they wok  misionary ; but from the fit they 
refused a teacher. sa et, the chief told Mr. Milne to come back again, and he-would sot ye 
a piece of land. Whether he falfils his promise or not remains to be seen. Mr. Milne told fi: 
be oct, on cach ide of the open end of the Faren (0 ln, 
two wooden images of two chiels of another village, whose The skulls were 
set on the points of two sticks on the top of the right above the images. . They. ate « Hy 
village nok far from here) about year and e-balf ago, and pert of its 
was stuck on the crown of the bead of one of the images. Other human bones were hanging % 
inside the house. We have not even such things anywhere elee, except on car own 
Antéa has seversi times buried bones of the unfortunate new of 
Only the other day, some one stock s skull on s tree next our boat lowe It is dreadful to ie 
think of such horrid cruelty. Life ia of no value in the eyes of these degraded natives. 7 | 
no more of killing'a man than of killing pig, and are in constant terse of 
hawks, are their constant companions.” ve | 

| 

| 
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Te Evangelical Alliance of the Dominion of Canada imtend holding 
: Conference, in the city of Montreal, in the beginming of October next. Members of the Alli- 
. ance, and others friendly te Christian union, are invited to attend the Conference. <Arrange- 
ments are being made by whieh such persons obtaining a certificate from the Seoretary of 
the British Organization of the Alliance will be conveyed by first-class steamers, at reduced 
rates, for the out and home passage. Programme and arrangements will shortly be 
announced. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


day, June 17; John Fimch, Eaq., Treasurer, John Hoyes, at their house, 
in the chair. After reading the Scriptures, 


a 
“The Deanery, Windsor, | Church, on the subject of “ Christian 
June 1, 1874. by the Vi 2 
“My dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the | The sermon having been printed 
receipt of your letter of the 29th ultimo, en- | copies had been sent for presentation 
closing me a resolution of the Council of the | members of this 


\ 


Evangelical Alliance upon my retirement| — CARRASCO FUND. 
from the office of President of the Association.| The following letter from M. J. 
May I request you to inform them how sen- | Naville on the subject of the Carrasco F 
sible I am of the kind expressions it contains, was read :— 
| and how gratified I am in having been able “Geneva, June 5, 1874. 
| to eam their approbation whilst in the dis-| “Dear Six,—I received your kind letter in 


charge of my duty?” 


(Signed) “Epury. | create one common trust for adminiatration of 

“The Rev. James Davia.” the fands mised im England for the Cazraseo. 
The letter was ordered to be recorded on family with those raised by ourselves and the — 
the minutes. |Duteh fiends, We have taken your reply 
VISITS TO THE PROVINCES. _ into our semous consideration, and this is 


_ Edinburgh. _what we have done. The Spanish Evange- 
The Secretary reported that a numerously- lization Committee, who were put in charge | 
attended meeting for the Alliance had been of this special work, has named s permanent 


« ground to believe that fellow-sinner bas been, by the Holy grafted into the 
blows that we ae Waly altel bo ove Th 
same blood has washed us; the same Spirit has quickened us ; we lean wpon the sume pierced ; 
we love the sume law ; we.are guided by the haad of 
the same throne, we shail oar voices orthy is the 
net then, thet we on as fellow-travellers to our 

and fellow of the incorruptible crown —R. M. 

GENERAL CONFERENCE OF OHRISTIANS IN CANADA. 
| 
nev. éy, Bath. | revive extend & 
Rev. G. Blanchflower, Bath. | of the Alliance. 

John D. Rowe, Esq., Mary borough. Worthang. 
John Clarke, Esq. Ballacolla. The Secretary also reported that, at the ze- 
Rev. Francis Pilcher, Broadwater. | quest of several clergymen, he had visited 

| 
| to the 


- 


| 
| | 
| 
| | 


(Signed) 
have our people here shown so much as | “ The Secretary to the Evangelical Alliance.” 


tives at Constantinople have stopped to dis- “I am, Sir, 

cuss that question. The cruelty, public and “ Your most obedient, humble servant, 

private, has been various, protracted, extreme. é “ TENTERDEN. 
“ Please keep the merit of the case before | “ The Secretary to the Evangelical Alliance.” 

any ope and every one with whom you may| The Secretary interviews with 


army as Moslems, and for over eight months had drawn up a statement on the whole sub- 


_ The facts granting religious liberty throughout Turkey, 
have not been denied, and the illegality of and of which the following is one of the 
the acts have not, as far as I know, been clauses spplicable to the present case : “ As 
doubted. We only claim the protection of all religions are freely professed in my do- 
the Turkish law, and the protection of the | minions, nome of my subjects shall be 
Treaty of Paris (clause ix.). We are not hindered im the exercise of the religion he 
now appealing ‘ad misericordiam, but to professes, nor shall be be molested in the 
rights. _ exercise of it.” | 

“I shall let you know as soon as any change | | PERSECUTION aT MARASH. 

takes place in the state of these men,and I The following communication was pre- 
am happy to believe that you will not neg- sented on the subject of further persecution 
lect any opportunity of helping us, Above at Marash, in the neighbourhood of Aleppo :-— 
all, keep in mind that we are | “The attention of Christian Powers has lately 
from the Turks a right, not @ favour; , been called to the flagrant violation of pledges 
but we are most grateful to you and all of the Turkish Government in reference to 
others, including Lords Granville and , | Teligious liberty, in the case of three Chris- 
for aiding us to maintain the right.” tian teachers of the Ansairyeh tribe of 
These communications have been laid be- | North Syria. While those men still remain 


Foreign Affairs. | most earnest efforts made by Christian Go- 
The following letters in reply were read vernments for their liberation, there is brought 
| “ Foreign Office, May 16, 1874. | te our notice another and similar case, which 
“ Sit,—With reference to our recent inter- | we are compelled te lay before you. 
at Damascus, 1 am directed by the Earl of earnestness, because in these repeated acts of © 
‘Derby to inform you that the Grand Vizier persecution, occurring simultaneously with a 
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not withstanding the energetic efforts made by ban stated to Her Majesty's Charyé d’ AGaires 
Her Majesty’s Government om their behalf. Constantinople thet the three conscripts 
The following is an extract from the latest | are individuals properly enlisted, and now 
commeusication, dated Damascus, May 20 | doing duty in their respective battalions, 
| “ Many thanks for your letter of May 4, | and that they have not been harshly treated 
| containing Lord Derby's reply of the 30th | or flogged. 
April Your kind words were at once con- “I am to add that Her Majesty's Consul- 
veyed to the men, and. 1 have no doubt they | General at Beyrout has been instructed by 
will strengthen them mightily, as they have | telegraph to ascertain and report the true 
encouraged me. On Sunday evening, one | facts of the case, and that Mr. Locock at 
hour and a-half before sunset, the Damascus Constantinople will continue to exert his 
Protestants meet in my bouse to pray for | good offices as heretofore. 
these brethren, and I shall translate your “I am, Siz, 
words to them. I think this case is beginning “ Your most obedient, humble servant, 
| at the present time. “ Foreign une 5, 1874. 
i “No change has taken place in the condi-; ‘ Sir,—I am directed by the Earl of Derby 
tion of the men since I last wrote. The | to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
danger wow arises from the attempt to shift | the 29th ultimo relative to the Christian 
iF the ground on which the release of these men | converts at Damascus, and in reply I am to 
is demanded. The Turks wish to make it a| inform you that Her Majesty's Government 
2 question of cruel treatment or no cruel treat- | are making strong representations to the Porte 
} ment, and I am afraid that our representa- | upon the case of these men. 
| 
have correspondence on this subject—namely, _ Lord Stratford de Redcliffe on the subject, 
| that these Christians have been forced into the| who took a deep interest in this case, and 
ser Majesty's Decreta of State for | in an Det and) 


| 


induced to come if they knew 


“We are mising 6 guarantee (expenses) | 
fund of about 84,000, and we are looking | 
forward to a joyful and successful Conferenee. | 


occasional use of the Council-room im this 

house for prayer and Bible-class. The Cound 

The Secretary reported a legacy of 191. 19« 

from the late Mr. Fmacis Hutchinson Garner, 


of Teignmouth, who died en April 16 lest. 


| Special meeting, make the following statement : 


“ Never before was there greater pros- 
pect of usefulness opening up before this ao 
siety, or greater facilities offered for drawing 
tegether all Christian people in the unity of 
@ common interest, and thus greatly strength- 


(Signed) “Joun JENKINS. ening the Evangelical cause in this country. 
“The Rev, James Davis.” A great responsibility us at 
The Rev. Donald Fraser, p.p, having signi- | the present time, which we feel it would be 


fied his intention to be present at the A\l- 
lance Conference in Montreal, was requested 


culpable to neglect. Yourwarmest sympathy 
is, therefore, earnestly requested in thie great 


cause, and your influence your Chris- 
tian friends of all denominations on its behalf.” 


ALLIANCE MEETING IN EDINBURGH. 


A large and influential assembly met on | evening as members and friends of the Evan- J 
Friday evening, at the house of Mr. and Mrs. gelical Alliance—an association in which we g 
Hoyes, Ainslie Place, to receive information take the deepest interest, as we do in all 
of the progress and operations of the Evange- | societies having for their object the union of 
lica] Alliance, and especially of the recent |Christians of all denominations. Since the 


Goold, and -.Murray , most satisfactory. Our friend Mr. Davis, the 
respected Secretary of the Evangelical Alli- 
ance, who was then present, has again kindly 
visited us, with a view to give some digest of 
the proceedings of that Conference, as well as 
: Findla society in various countries, There ‘has 
W. Leckie, Revs. Dr. Minto, Dr. Handyside, |aleo been, since our last meeting, « deep 
fruits of which have yet more fully to ap- 
pear, but in my opinion sufficient has already 
been manifested to lead us to look epon it 
as one of the means which a merciful Prowi- 
dene» is using to bring about «mere solid 
end cordial union among His own people ; and 


4 
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PRAYER-MEETINGS AMONG MEDIOAL STUDENTS. 
The Secretary read 
| medical students at King’s asking the 
FIN ANGE. 
The Secretary presented the cash etate- 
| ment to May 31, showing receipts amounting 
to 1,3521. 126 6d, and payments 1,5500 3a 
; balance of liabilities against the Al- 
| liance, 41. 4a. 8d. 
| 
. | DUBLIN BRANCH OF THE EVANGELICAL 
| ALLLANCE. 
| The Dublin Committee, in « circular re- 
| cently issued to their members, convening 
secure a successful Conference. 
: “ Believe me, yours faithfully, 
| to attend as one of the representatives of the | 
| | Conference of Christians of all nations held cordial meeting we had last year there has 
in the city of New York. There were pre-| been, as all are aware, a Conference of the 
sent, among others, Rev. Dre. Nisbet, Teape, Alliance held in New York. with results the 
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July 1, 


- This intelligence proves, happily, that the 
idea of religious freedom is beginning to be | 
anderstood in Russia, and the teed sown there | 
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by the Evangelical Alliance is already bearing 
excellent fruit—New York Observer. 


_ THE PROTESTANT CHURCH AT EPINAL. 


Voages, France. 
The work of evangelizing the 


of the Voages was undertaken by the Con-| 


sistory of the St, Marie aux Mines (Alsace). 
For a number of years there was only one 
pastor for the whole department ; his task was 
often an assiduous one, My father-in-law, 
who was that sole pastor for upwards of twenty- 
five years, used to tell sometimes of the visits 
he had to pay in scattered hamlets almost lost 
in snow. The poor benighted Protestants, 
here and there, scarcely ever saw their minis- 
ter, unless there were a funeral ; for the church 
of St. Dié was a poor one, and could ill afford 
to pay the journeys, which were always expen- 
sive, owing to the want of railways. The | 
pastor, too, was far from wealthy. The State 
contributed 701 towards his support, and with 
that sum he had to find ways and means of living 
and bringing up his family. Some few years 
ago, his task was alleviated by the sending of a 
pastor to Epinal, the chef lieu du 

Till quite lately there was no church ; the few 
faithful who cared to come met in a room 
rented for the purpose. Since the annexation 
of Alsace to Prussia, and consequent emigra- 


tion of Aleacians to France, numbers of the | gi 


wealthy manufacturers of Mulhouse and its 
neighbourhood have settled at Epinal. With 
some few exceptions, these wealthy persons— 


Protestants nominally—are, in reality, little , 


short of infidels, They call themselves: 
“ Liberals,” and are as liberal, in the sense of 
broad, as it is possible to be. They believe in 
God as a good-natured Deity who is not hard 
on poor folk. As to His Son, Jesas Christ, if 
they do not say openly that they are of Ernest 
Rénan’s opinion, they are so virtually. The 
present pastor of Epinal, M. Alfred Romane, 
is Evangelical, and has had no little difficul 
in steering his bark amidst the daily worries 
of his life. He was, one may say, forced to 
build a church, the wealthy and infinential 
parishioners. advancing the funds (which now 
they withdraw). We cannot do better than 


two years ago for five years adhere to the new 
must adhere all members newly elected. 
Besides, all those who have been inscribed as 


the Synod and to the conditions by it enjoined 
as to the electors qualifications, The two 
sides, then, are agreed, unless those who gave 
in their names as electors did so with mental 
restrictions—an act of disloyalty, as every 


tion from the old to the new state of things ; 
because we must be wary of trusting to the 


mandate of seven electors who are such only 
on sufferance, who are never seen at church, 


oe, ° 


+ 


‘{ 
which is too instruc | 
int | tive to admit of its being curtailed. After 
letter, 
act in 
of the 
| “The present Consistory rejects this mo- 
| tion, seeing that all the members elected 
electors have by that act expressly adhered to 
| facility was given for protesting, and even pal- { | 
pably placed at every one’s disposal, for fear f 
the electors should feel themselves bound to nf 
ve in their names. The meeting of the ile | 
_ Consistory of the Church at Epinal passes to if 
| the order of the day on the proposed petition, it 
| ‘ 
| because the new law has no retroactive power a 
on constituted bodies, as was stipulated by the AN | 
Synod ; because it would be wrong to break iP 
the link which maintains a necessary transi- 
sudden zeal which at present provokes our 
brethren (notoriously indifferent to spiritual 
things) to be more synodical than the Synod ; 
because, having been elected for five years, by 
seventy-four votes to seventy-five, the mem- | 
bers of the Consistory must not obey the 
and two-of whom do not even contribute to | 
the expenses of public worship. On the other 
of our religious periodicals, Z’ Eglise Libre :— | resign, the are at the same | ) 
“W have just received an account of | time the wealthy and energetic members, will i + 
a mectiog of the Session Court of the| place the court in the dilemma of being | 
* The lew aliuded to is that enjoined since the Synod for all elections connected with the | 
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| utterly unable to meet t whose members are totally ignorant of | 
to things, and who do not even come to 
Consistory woul? be con- 
to the laws and statutes of the Reformed 
im Prasce. The pastor will not, how- 
m the souls to whom it has been 
lot to minister for five years and 
' je fe is willing to remain at Epinal, 
the § nd a small Free Church, if these 
to belong | will rally round him. 
“ 
, impose set to work to insure 
pers of the Pinal. | elections. We believe in 
Consistory, remembering are persuaded that 
protested against its our behalf, God 
| Vonsistory of Nancy, called good time, from the 
| nce to its remaining to sap the fi 
| Consistory of St. Marie aux need help; we are 
the Protestant church: 4001. is 
if ‘—bound by these ct-devent friends, - 
BE the entire Consistory resigns. us before a court or 
resignation is immediately followed of it It isa painful predicament. 
the pastor, who declares his soli obliged to shut the 
that body, which has been faithful to Europe, to 
evil days, and from whom he will us free. 
rated by a coup de force. The of our hands, 
wise declares his inability fo condne glory. Our 
7 void of reli 
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